
Judging Immorality
Within the Church

1 Corinthians 5:1-6:20



Romans 2:1 
"Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, 

for in whatever you judge another you condemn yourself; for you 
who judge practice the same things."

1 Pet. 4:17, 
For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and 

if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not 
obey the gospel of God?



I.  It was for the Good of the Offender (5:1-5)

A. The sin: sexual immorality.

Romans 6:1-2 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that 
grace may abound? 2Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin 
live any longer in it?

B. The duty to judge sin is within the church. (V. 3-5)

V. 3, "I have already judged (as though I were present) him who has 
so done this deed."



2 Corinthians 2:6-8
This punishment which was inflicted by the majority is sufficient for 

such a man,
7so that, on the contrary, you ought rather to forgive and 

comfort him, lest perhaps such a one be swallowed up with too 
much sorrow.

8Therefore I urge you to reaffirm your love to him. 



II. It was for the Good of the Church. (5:6-8)

A. To stop the idea; we should be "open-minded" about sin.

V. 6; Do you now know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump?

B. Paul's illustration concerning leaven.

"Be holy for I am holy" (1 Pet. 1:16).



C. Those we are warned not to allow in the Church.
1) Those who will not settle personal differences with fellow believers.  

(Matt. 18:15-17)

2) The member who has a reputation for being a flagrant sinner. 
(1 Cor. 5:9-11)

3) Those who hold false doctrine. (I Tim. 1:18-20 & 2 Tim. 2:17-18)

4) Christians who refuse to work for a living.  (2 Thess. 3:6-12)

Galatians 6:1, 

Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual 
restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest 
you also be tempted.



III. It is Good for the World. (5:9-13)

A. The Church cannot change the world, if we are like the world.

1 Corinthians 6:2-5, V.9-11.

B. Back to my purpose in this message.

"We ought to obey God rather than man." (Acts 5:29)



1 Corinthians 6:11

And such were some of you.  

But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you 
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the 
Spirit of our God!



Come unto me, 

all you that are laden and heavy laden, 

and I will give you rest!  


